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ClUAtM SUMMARY PQCUlVffiNT 
Claims 1-34. (Canceled) 




Claim^ (Currently Amended) A method for inliibitinfe tiic ac t ion o f TKF-a fo r 
tiuA t ing iiLi - VL. di&ord Li j; of treating a nerve disorder mediated by nucleus pulposus in a 
mammal in need of such treatment, wherein said nerve disorder mediated hv nucleus 
pulposus is caused bv th e liberation of TNFhx and compounds triggered bv the liberation of _qi 
presence of TNF-a, comprising the step of by adminis t erinp a TNF^a inhibit o r c o mprising the 
step o f : 

(A) administering a TNF-a inhibitor, wherein said TNP-a inhibitor is a 
th er ap e uti c ally e ff e ctive dosage t o said manmial o f said TNT-ci inhibitor 
wherein said TNT-a inhibit o r is selected fr o m th e g ro up c o nsisting o f (i) a 
soluble cytokine receptor that blocks TNF-a activity, (ii) a monoclonal 
antibody that blocks TNF-a activity, and fii (iii) a tetracycline or a chemically 
modified tetracycline that blocks TNF-a activity, to said mammal in need of 
such treatm e nt thereby i n hibiting TNF-a and treating said wh i eh when 
adminis t ered t o said mammal tirats a n c i - ve disorder. 



Clato 

human. 



Claim 3^. (Previously Added) The method of claim wherein the mammal is 



c 



Claim yz, (Previously Added) The method of claim ^ wherein the tetracycline 
or chemically modified tetracycline is selected from the group consisting of: tetracycline, 
doxycycline, lymecycline, oxytetracycline, minocycline, dedimethylaminotetracycline and 
bases and salts thereof. 

Claim 38. (Canceled) 
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Claim*^/ (Previously Added) The method of claim^, wherein said nerve 
disorder is nerve root injury. 

Claim^. (Previously Added) The method of claim)^, wherein said nerve 
disorder involves pam. 

Claim W (Currently Amended) The method of claim wherein said nerve 
disorder is caused by a herniated disc s disc . 

Claim 42. (Currently Amended) The method of claim wherein said nerve 
disorder is presents as sciatica. 

Claim ^ (Previously Added) The method of claim ^wherein said nerve 
disorder involves pain» 



Claim 44. (Canceled) 
A Claim 45. (Canceled) 

3f 1 

Claim )?6, (Previously Added) The method of claim wherein said TNF-a 
inhibitor is administered systemically or locally, 

Claim^ (Previously Added) The method of claim^, wherein said TNF-a 
inhibitor is administered parenterally. 

3k i 

Claim (Previously Added) The method of claim 3r5, wherein said TNF-a 

inhibitor is administered intramuscularly (i.m.), intravenously (i-v.), subcutaneously (s.c), 
orally or rectally. 
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Claim 4V' (Previously Added) The method of claim 48. wherein said TNF-a 
inhibitor is administered i.v. by injection or infusion. 

Claim (Currently Amended) The method of claim ^wherein said TNF-a 
inhibitor is administered is adminis ter ed orally at a dosage of about 20 mg to about 1,500 mg. 

Claim"^. (Previously Added) The method of claim^, wherein said TNF-a 
inhibitor is a tetracycline and is administered at a dosage of about 100 mg. 

Claims 52-57. (Canceled) 

Claim ^} (Currently Amended) The method of claim wherein said nerve 
disorder involves pain* 

Claim p^. ' (New) The method of claim wherein the mammal is human, 

h It' 

Claim 60. (New) The method of claim 41, wherein the mammal is human. 

Claim 61. (New) The method of claim wherein the mammal is human. 

Claim^. ' (New) The method of claim wherein the tetracycline or 
chemically modified tetracycline is selected from the group consisting of: tetracycline, 
doxycycline, lymecycline, oxytetracycline, minocycline, dedimethylaminotetracycline and 
bases and salts thereof, 

'I \^ 

Claim 63 . (New) The method of claim wherein the tetracycline or 
chemically modified tetracycline is selected from the group consisting of: tetracycline. 
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doxycycline, lymecycline, oxytetracycline, minocycline, dedimethylaminotetracycline and 
bases and salts thereof. 

Claim ^ (New) ITie method of claim ^ wherein the tetracycline or 
chemically modified tetracycline is selected from the group consisting of: tetracycline, 
doxycycline, lymecycline, oxytetracycline, minocycline, dedimethylaminotetracycline and 
bases and salts thereof* 



Claim ^ . (New) The method of claim jf©, wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 
administered systemically or locally. 



lim ' 



o 

{j^ Claim |f . (New) The method of claim wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 

administered systemically or locally. 

Claim p. (New) The method of claim 42r, wherein said TNF-alpha mhibitor is 
administered systemically or locally. 

Claim ^ . ' (New) The method of claim wherein said TNF-alpha mhibitor is 
administered parenterally. 

'i 

Claim fly. (New) The method of claun wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 
administered parenterally. 

Claim 70. (New) The method of claim 42, wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 
administered parenterally. 
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Claim (New) The method of claim wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 

administered intramuscularly (i.m.), intravenously (i.v.), subcutaneously (s.c.) orally or 
rectally. 

Claim 72. (New) The method of claimM, wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 
administered i.v. by injection or infusion. 

Claim ^ . (New) The method of claim l/, wherein said TNF-alpha mhibitor is 
administered orally at a dosage of about 20 mg to about 1,500 mg. 

Claim (New) The method of claim |^ wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 

V_y V. ^ administered intramuscularly (i.m.), intravenously (i.v.), subcutaneously (s.c.) orally or 
{j^ rectally. 

Claim Ifi. (New) The method of claim 1^, wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 
administered i.v. by injection or infusion. 

Claim (New) The mettiod of claim wherein said TNF-alpha iJihibitor is 
administered orally at a dosage of about 20 mg to about 1,500 mg. 

Claim (New) The method of claim ^^wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 

administered intramuscularly (i.m,), intravenously (i.v.), subcutaneously (sx.) orally or 
rectally. 

Claim Ifi. (New) The method of claim 7?7, wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 
administered i.v, by injection or infusion. 
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Claim (New) The method of claim jf, wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 

A administered orally at a dosage of about 20 mg to about 1 ,500 mg. 

Claim (New) The method of claim "p, wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 

tetracycline and is administered at a dosage of about 100 mg. 



Claira"^ (New) The method of claim wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 
tetracycline and is administered at a dosage of about 100 mg. 



of claim > 



p:. (New) The method of clahn ^/wl 



Claim ^ (New) The method of clahn ^'wherein said TNF-alpha inhibitor is 
tetracycline and is administered at a dosage of about 100 mg* 
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